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Between Heaven and Earth
Suspended between Heaven and Earth, between the clouds and the
ground, sometimes clear and bright, sometimes misty, Tzfat, one of
the four holy cities, stands with feet planted on the ground, and head
in the sky, connecting between physical labor and that of holy work,
between sustenance and spirituality. Inviting visitors to discover her
hidden corners, and to discover themselves in the process.
So too, will the Beit HaKahal attempt to stimulate the soul, to evoke
emotions, and perhaps reveal that connection between Heaven and
Earth … if even a little.

Livnot’s Kahal, located in
the heart of the Old City, as
shown in this map by Livnot
and Simtaot. Scan the QR
code above to view a mobile
site which makes the story
of Tzfat come alive on any
mobile device.

Project Goals
To be an educational cultural center that:
• Is the portal into Tzfat’s unique world of history, art, and spirituality
• Provides an in-depth look at spiritual and material Jewish life in 16th century Tzfat
• Gives an understanding of the development of life patterns along the timeline of the Jewish People
• Deepens the connection of Jews to their identity and helps them find its relevance to everyday life in the
modern era

Implementation:
Using an area of over a dunam (quarter of an acre) owned by Livnot on several levels in the Center of the Old
City of Tzfat, the Kahal will:
• Create a dynamic restoration and recreation bringing Tzfat’s “Golden Age” back to life through a multi-sensory
experience using state-of-the-art technology
• Run guided and independent tours of the site for various groups and individuals
• Develop hands-on workshops and handiwork to expose the visitor to Jewish spirituality within an authentic
context of crafts, art, and music

The following is an excerpt of the
Program Plan created by Josh Bendit,
envisioning the tour through Livnot
U’Lehibanot’s Visitors’ Center, Tunnels
and Beit HaKahal

Vision
The 16th century comes alive through a sensory experience that activates the Seven Senses: Taste, Hearing,
Smell, Touch, Sight, Tahara (immersion of the whole being), and Shabbat (elevating the physical dimension) through
unique, interactive workshops. Artisans, actors, and musicians (dressed in authentic attire), facilitate a spiritual and
growing experience through the practice of their crafts:
Weaving
Pottery
Glass blowing

Baking
Scribe
Music

Beit Midrash
Story telling
Printing Press

A journey into the Kahal is not a journey into the past, rather an inward trek to the spirit and soul; the relevance,
creativity, and personal influence on the life of each individual of the 21st century.

The Structure of the Site Visit
The duration of a visit at Beit HaKahal is approximately 70 – 90 minutes, from the time that the visitor is received.
A new group can begin every 45 minutes
The maximum size of a group cannot exceed 50 persons

Reception
of Group

‘‘Observation
into the Past’’

5 min

15 min

Mystical
Tunnels

Journey through
Beit HaKahal

10 min

45-60 min

Observation to the Past
Experiencing the Observation Point is more than just viewing
the scenery. It is looking back into The Galilee's Jewish history
– ancient settlements , synagogues, and tombs.
This is an experiential and moving exhibit which lasts some 1015 minutes. It spreads out before the Visitor, a wide expanse
of the time period. This exhibit begins the Visit and creates a
clear orientation for the Visitor, which is helpful in continuing
the Visit. One experiences the display in a closed hall with an
angled projection system. Installed in the exterior of the balcony
is an activated glass system, allowing the glass to change from
being transparent to milky and the reverse. This capability allows
for switching between viewing the video display and actually
zooming in on viewing the scenery via the glass.
This provides a geographic orientation as well as a chronological
one, and takes the Visitors on a journey between what they are
viewing and this specific time period.

Highlights
A closed, air-conditioned
chamber
An observation point
Space for 50 seated visitors
Exterior with ‘interactive’
glass
A display and perspective on
the time period

Mystical Tunnels
Any attempt to become familiar with Tzfat, begins with an understanding of the Spiritual Giants who lived here. A
journey into its hidden nooks and crannies, opens up to a great drama. The Visitor descends slowly, passing these
hidden niches one at a time. They are astonished where this path takes them, and the way is not clear. Curiosity and
expectations begin to rise. The niches are totally darkened with the most minimal light emanating from concealed light
fixtures, allowing one to proceed safely. The Guide beckons them to come further inside, signaling that they follow after
him, and encouraging them to explore sections of the crevices, to investigate and discover. Here inside, we can peek into
the lives of the leading Spiritual Giants from the 16th Century, who make up the essence of Tzfat during its Golden Age
Four principle figures will convey these powerful personalities. These are the scholarly luminaries who lived in Tzfat during
this time period: R. Yosef Karo, the Ari HaKadosh, R. Shlomo Alkabetz, and R. Moshe Cordovero. The lives of additional
Spiritual Giants will also be presented: R. Moshe Alsheich, R. Yitzchak Abouhav, R. Yaacov Beirav, R. Chaim Vital, and R.
Moshe Mitrani... Each one of them represents a mosaic piece from the illustrious history of Tzfat in its Golden Age. Some
are well known, and some out of modesty, less so. However, each of them left their influence and imprint along these
cobblestone lanes. Here we can still find a trace of their memories in the many corners of Tzfat.

Highlights
Darkened surroundings with
soft music
Hidden corners, to be
revealed and discovered
Costumes, accessories and
Multimedia
A peek at the four Giants of
the era.

The Music Chamber
Prayer, love, songs, melodies
To connect and be connected

Kabbalah and Art
Kabbalah and Creating
The artisans of Tzfat

‘Separating’ Challah
The bakery
Baking bread and
‘separating’challah

Synogogues
Various synagogues and
Chassidic groups
A sense of mission Immigration
of Spanish expellees

The Mikvah
Water and spiritual
cleansing Inner purpose
Contemplation

A Tzfat Shabbat
"Reception of Shabbat"
Shabbat candles the beauty of
Tzfat Shabbat Songs

The World of Creation
The Divine spark
The animal and plant world
Nature, heaven and earth

The Street and the Market
The bustling Market
Manual labor and holy work
The sounds of the Market

Stages of Development
Phase One
completed

Purchase of property, excavation, legal fees, surveying, planning
Cost: $1,500,000

Entrance

1

2

Precious Stones

3

Phase 2 – 1 year

Ancient Mikveh

Restoration and building of reception
area, “Observation into the Past”
terrace, “Mystical Tunnels”, including
maintenance rooms, restrooms etc.,
and multimedia, and props

Entrance to Tunnels

5

Weapons Room

4

Restroom

Water Cistern

6

$3,000,000
Optional Exit

Restroom

7

Ancient Mikveh

Entrance to
Beit HaKahal
Basket Weaver

11

Weaving Loom

8

Ancient Stone Oven

9

10

Passageway
to Cistern

Potter
Optional
Exit

Phase 3 – 3 years
Construction of Beit HaKahal, creation of activity spaces, market, exhibitions and auditorium, including purchase of additional
2 small adjacent lots.
$6,500,000

Phase 4 – 3 years (together with phase 3)
Construction of New campus with 10 rooms, dining room and classrooms
$2,000,000
Plans for Kahal and new campus made by 3 different architects:

Phase 5
Purchase and restoration of adjacent property
overlooking the Kahal to be used for additional
living quarters, classrooms and office space.
$2,000,000
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For more info:
Livnot U’Lehibanot, P. O. Box 375 Tzfat
13101, Israel +972-4-697-0311

Aharon Botzer
Executive Director
Livnot U’Lehibanot
botzer@livnot.org
+972-52-429-5376

